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these towns, and we are told that the tenants-in-chief of
the Conqueror worked with the set purpose of reproducing
in English boroughs the privileges of the Norman town of
Breteuil1.    An attempt has been made to reconstruct the
laws on whose pattern the Welsh border towns are supposed
to have been modelled.    Yet it is doubtful whether we can
determine what customs were really derived from Breteuil.
The uniform rent of a shilling, for example, levied upon all
burgage  tenements,   irrespective   of  their  size,   need not
necessarily have been taken from the customs of Breteuil,
since it is also found in boroughs which had borrowed no
Norman laws at all2.    In any case, however, it still remains
certain that a number of English towns were either founded
by Normans or brought directly within the sphere of Norman
influences.    Where these towns did differ from the purely
native boroughs was primarily, it would seem, in respect of
the conditions of their tenure3.    The essential feature of
ordinary burgage tenure was its mobility, that is, the free-
dom of the burgess to devise, sell or otherwise alienate his
tenement at will.    Thus in a fourteenth-century charter
burgage tenure is defined as the right of the burgess to sell,
pledge or exchange his land without paying fine to the
lord4.    This element in the land law of English boroughs
was, originally at any rate, unknown even to socage tenure,
which appears to have had no power of alienation and only
resembles burgage tenure in its comparative immunity from
feudal incidents.    Now mobility of tenure is supposed to
have been absent from those boroughs where foreign in-
fluences prevailed, so that there was no power either to sell
or to devise landed property 5.
1  M. Bateson, " Laws of Breteuil ", in The English Historical Review,
xv.   73,   302,  496,  754 ;   ibid.  xvi.   92,   332 ;   ibid.   xvii.  284.    See also
A. BalJard, in ibid. xxx. 646 seq., and Stephenson, Borough and Town,
120 seq.
2  M. de W. Hemmeon, Burgage Tenure in Mediaeval England (1914), 170.
Similarly, the i2d. maximum penalty is found in rural districts: N. Neilson,
in The American Historical Review, xxxiv. 735.
a Hemmeon, op. cit. 171. On burgage tenure in Bristol, see The Great
Red Book of Bristol (ed. E. W. W. Veale, 1931), part i. (Introduction).
4 Charter Rolls, iv. 425. The heir was to pay no relief or heriot, and the
burgess was to pay iad. yearly.
* Hemmeon, op. cit. 4-5, 107, 171,